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vassal died his son had the right to take his place. The
knights ibus established nn their lief from father to son
became almost independent of their suzerain. In their
turn the lords took an oath to the lords more powerful
than themselves, and declared that they had received
their Ian*Is in lief. The dukes and the counts took an
oath to the king1 who had given them their seigniories
in lief. Almost all the lords \verc at the same time
suzerains and vassals. Almost all the lands were con-
sidered as held in lief.1 Hence the name fettdal system.
This system, organized in the tenth century, had little
resemblance to the bands of Charlemagne's time, al-
though the names and customs remained the same.
The vassal still took an oath, which bound him for
life; this was the homage, so named because it made the
vassal the man of the suzerain. The usual formula is
this: ''Sire, T become your man, liege of such a fief,
and T promise to guard and protect you from all men
living or dead/' The vassal promised fidelity, aid, and
counsel to the suzerain.

Fidelity, that is, not to injure him, nor fight against
him* not to attack his wife or his children.

Aid, that is, to aid him by fighting for him, or by
tending him his fortified house, or even by lending him.
money.

Counsel, that is to say, to come to him for the pur-
pose of giving him counsel, and especially to aid him
in pronouncing judgment.

These ditties kept on growing less and the homage
ended by being nothing more than a mere formality,

* Thoto remained still much land tb$t was freo from all duties
to 4 higher tafi